A6 Thursday, August 14, 2008

OPINION

THE EXPRESS-TIMES

Masmin K. Tiwt, Publisher
Josern P, Owens, Editor
Jov Demcian, Musaging Editor

A Pean Jersey Advance Inc, Newspaper:
Serving Pennsylvania and New Jersey since 1055

James 8. Frace, Editorial Page Editor
Jarace Brake-Paccorm, Assistant Editorial Page Editor

Free ride on bridges must end

the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Com-

mission explains a policy or a hiring or fu-
ture funding mechanism (i.e., a toll hike}, people
feel the need to check the soles of their shoes for
something that doesn't smell right?

S ploosh, Splat, Squish. Why is it whenever

1

COMMISSION PERK MUST GO

commission. A spokesman responded that the
commission gives up $75,000 to $96,000 a year to
grant this privilege to its full-time employees. To
its credit, the commission doesn’t extend the perk
issi retirees and part-timers, as the

It's happening again. The people who
you a monster toll increase in 2002 (partly to hi
an anti-terrorism security force, but mostly to
make sure family and political friends of the
agency would continue to have a supply of limit-
ed-skill jobs) are trying to explain why commis-
sion employees get a free ride whenever they
cross one of the commission’s toll bridges.

Here's the official answer: Because other agen-
cies do it

Why do they do it?

Because it's an easy-to-ahsorb perk that the

Parl Authority does.

Still, a toll dollar not collected is a dollar
passed along to the people who do pay the
[reight.

e most galling aspect of this benefit isn't the
money involved, though. It's the double standard
the e in tses in deciding who slides and
who pays. Last month collectors at the Route 22
toll bridge insulted volunteer firefighters who
were headed from Warren County to a fire pa-
rade in Tatamy, charging them for the crossing

it was a gency situation. The

commission can hand out to their o

Well, this perk smells. No surprise there. The
eommission :i:guld end it and make employees
pay their own way — except, of course, when
they're on official business.

After The Star-Ledger of Newark broke the
story about Port Authority employees and re-
tirees getting a free E-ZPass to travel on New
York-New Jersey bridges and tunnels, The Ex-
press-Times asked the question of the toll bridge

commission's policy is to let emergency services
— palice, fire, ambulance squads — pass free
when they're on official business.

So why isn't that the policy for the commis-
sion's employees? It's insulting that cash-strapped
squads and nonpaid firefighters have to pony up.

You can’t have it both ways,

Change the employee policy. And while you're
at it, give the volunteery a hreak.

Musikfest a pleasant
escape from reality

t was the worst of times; it was the best of times.
That pretty much sums up life in the “outside”
world versus life at this year's 10-day run of Musik-

In the “outside” world, it was the worst of times as a
weak economy and higher prices on everything from
geso]melograpeso(mtmuedmomasmg c?m?:-ﬂ
to practice anst Less spending, less travel, less

But * mide'ﬁ?sikfest?mlheh&ﬁcfhm%ns
erowds flocked to Bethlehem in record numk
up the music, samplelhecmninemdoeleh’a!elham
mer. More people (a record 115 million). More
($3.8 million in food and beverage tickets; and $1.9 mil-
lion in concert tickets), More fun.

There are those who argue
25th year, has grown too big and lost its hometown
charm. But the visitors who crammed the streets and
plnlzesmmedthel,ehlgh\’n]lefsbmlnndbest-
known music fair is more popular than

ThefolkxalﬁQOEhmddbemmmendedfmr
bringing an enjoyable mix of talented musicians and
pm:pslolheljamvmeaaswellasthepmdmm

stages.

We would suggest that they take a much-deserved
bow. But they're already busy planning for Musildest
2008,

to soak

Musikfest, just finishing its
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1 Wlmder hnw ﬁmﬁghiars who regularly
risk their lives feel about that — and
$96,000 to boot. Take that money and put
it back into the cost of repairs instead of
taxing the many who have to pay.

Think about it. Back in the day, 1
imagine it wasn't easy dodging cars and
trucks while scrambling for those loose
dimes and quarters that ricocheted off the
toll baskets. Now it's a little easier. They

only a matter of time before a serious acci-
dent oceurs as a result of actions at the
bridge.

MACPHERSON
Upper Maunt Bethel Townsbip

Best wishes to retiring,
current food store owners

For the last 40 years Jim Hosterman and
the Food Mart have been a business staple of
the Belvidere commumity. I {and I'm sure all

get to stand there with their Clint East- those who have had the pleasure of dealing

wood stares and cheap sunglasses. with the Hostermans) wish them well in their
What it boils down to is that we all new career: Retirement.

have to pay so the brave men and women In addition to wishing the Hostermans all

of the DRITBC can get a Erecli;nfs And let
us mot forget, maybe some of that mone
should be put away in case there roally is
an atiack on the bridge!!

MICHAEL P. HAGAN

the best in retirement, I'd also like to send
best wishes to the new proprietor, Gary Singh
of Hope Township, who purchased the Food
Mart from the Hostermans. Gary and his
brother Ronnie own and operate a business in

Falmer Townsbip  Hope and he has learned from Jim about the
Companies’ inaction only food business during the transition period,
1 look for the Food Mart to continue to
leads to more nuisances o s o il e e B
Recent letters on this page have products and service.
addressed our ongoing problems with MARK REDA
“bridge jumpers” at the Reliant Energy and Phillipsburg

to offshore drilling to the reason oil prices
are 0 high,

Distressingly, these ideas have gained
traction. According to a recent poll, 69
percent of Americans now support increased
offshore drilling and 51 percent believe doing
50 will reduce the cost of gasoline within the

Year

However, experts at the Department of
Energy reveal that it would take about nine
years before offshore drilling would lead to
any increases in oil supply at all, and when
they do the reduction in price would be
“insignificant.”

We Americans need to realize that oil will
never be cheap again and that new solutions
are needed. Last month, Al Gore called for
100 percent of our energy to be generated by

happen.
Allour:mmtlymedsmthepnhuulmﬂ_
Which solution will you vote for this
November?

SPECIAN
Fhillipsburg

The r:;:: of political change naturally and
closely follows that of economic reform. For
Hu to mention the subject with such promi-
nence in connection with the Olympics was
clau.rly significant. But is it realistic to think
in terms of political developments that could
match China's economie 7

Perhaps not on the accelerated schedule
that 1 have in mind, but it is possible. Imag-
ine what could hnppen in China if, for exam-
ple; the government extended its -
ments with village democracy la'ﬁgu lev-
els. Over time, along with other reforms, it
would not be far-fetched for China to evolve
into a “Big Taiwan.”

In that direction would lie inspiring possi-
bilities, particularly in light of the much-im-
proved relationship between Beijing and
Taipei, largely driven by the commitment of
President Ma Ying-jeou, Taiwan's recently
elected leader, to reach out to China.

Finally, the environment, I have seen Chi-
na's pollution and other environmental prob-
lems — mainly the consequence of ml.mi’
boggling growth — at their worst. And 1
have listened to Beijing's promises to make
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